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COMING! 


COMING! 


COMING! 


REGIONAL CONFERENCE! 
AMBASSADOR HOTEL, ATLANTIC CITY, OCTOBER 3-6 
MAKE PLANS NOW 


The Conference two years ago was a great success, but this one will be bigger 
and better. Every library in Pennsylvania should be represented. If your President, 
Director, Librarian or Assistant won’t give you time off as a part of your contribution 
to the Library Profession, plan to use some of your own precious vacation. Four days 


of Inspiration. 








RECRUITING RECORDS 


State-wide activities to emphasize the im- 
portance of recruiting for the library profes- 
sion, are increasingly impressive. Mrs. Spang- 
ler, ‘Chairman of the Recruiting Committee, 
has printed and distributed 10,000 book 
marks to high schools throughout the state; 
400 copies of a flier, “Recruiting for Librari- 
ans,” were given out at the Clarion and Mil- 
lersville school librarians conference; recruit- 
ing speeches have been made by William 
Bruan at Keystone Junior College, by John 
Knickerbocker at Adams County Career Con- 
ference, by Miss Marian Bortner at the School 
Librarians Conference at Clarion, by Miss 
Oller at many district and regional meetings, 
by Miss Ganser, by Miss Estes, and many 
others. In May, the Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege Library sponsored an exhibit on the ca- 
reer of librarianship, and the April issues of 
The Headlight on Books at Penn State in- 
cluded two pages promoting librarianship as a 
career. 


Allentown and Reading libraries have had 
active programs to interest young people, and 
Miss Ganser’s account, at the Executive Com- 
mittee ;meeting, of the annual visit by the 
high school library clubs to the training school 
and the library of the Millersville State 
Teachers College, should give other librari- 
ans ideas about following her procedure. The 
Bradford County librarian has taken inter- 
ested young people in the county bookmobile 
to demonstrate county library work. Wilkes 


Barre offers a library school scholarship to a 
graduate who would then return to the Oster- 
hout Free Library to work there at least one 
year. 

In the last analysis, it is the individual li- 
brarian who does the recruiting. Librarians 
should make an effort to confer with voca- 
tional counselors in high schools and colleges. 
Miss Lydia Heller in Greensburg, reports suc- 
cess in attracting high school students for 
practice work in the library, and then en- 
courages the capable ones to go on ww college 
and library school. 

A.L.A. recruiting material is available for 
for anyone interested in this work. 

The A.L.A. has recently released a 77- 
frame filmstrip, Use Your Library by E. Ben 
Evans ($5). It is aimed at junior and senior 
high school pupils, and shows how to find 
books, brief facts, magazine articles and 
pamphlets. New Chapters, a 14-minute, 16- 
mm. sound film in color, is being distributed 
by the A.L.A. in arrangement with the pro- 
ducer, National Film Board of Canada. The 
film demonstrates the many potential services 
of the public library. The Extension Division 
has two copies of, Use Your Library and one 
copy of New Chapters available for interli- 


brary loan. 
* * * 


When you are recruiting for Librarjans, 
won't you do a little recruiting for A Rei 
sylvania Library Association? 





1949 





PENNSYLVANIA Liprary ASSOCIATION 








Pennsylvania Library Association 
BULLETIN 
Vol. 5, No. 2 Summer, 1949 


Officers of the Association 
1948-1949 
Grace EstEs, President 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 
HELEN BorNEMAN, Vice-President 
Wilson College, Chambersburg 
Mrs. Mary Euuen Lewis, Secretary 
State Teachers College Library, 
Kutztown 


Grorce B. MoreLanp, Treasurer 
Cambria Free Library, Johnstown 


Editor 
JEANNETTE C. SHirRK 
University of Pittsburgh 


Circulation Manager 
James W. Barry 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


THE BULLETIN is published quarterly by 
the Pennsylvania Library Association. Mem- 
bers receive the BULLETIN without further 
charge as part of the membership privilege. 
| Subscription to others $1.00 per year. 

Please send News Notes to the Editor. 
Change of Address, Subscriptions and Mem- 
bership dues should be sent directly to the 
| Treasurer. 

{ 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 


The Executive Committee of the P.L.A. 
met in the Public Library Annex, Harrisburg, 
May 2, 1949. Miss Estes, President, presided. 
Changes in personnel were announced: Miss 
Helen Borneman, Librarian of Wilson Col- 
lege, was named as the newly elected Vice- 
president; Mr. George B. Moreland, Librarian 
of the Cambria Free Library, Johnstown, was 
appointed to succeed Mr. Bacon as Treasurer; 
Miss Jeanette Woolsey accepted the chair- 
manship of the Membership Committee, fol- 
lowing the resignation of Miss Jane Cort; and 
Miss Dawes Markwell assumed the chairman- 
ship of the County Library Section, upon 
the resignation of Miss Margaret Aaron. 

A discussion of funds for the operation of 
committees and sections led into a considera- 
tion of an increase in dues in the P.L.A., and 
it was suggested that a study be made of other 
state library associations. Mr. Moreland, 
Treasurer, offered to present two budgets at 
the October meeting, and it was voted that 
the President appoint a committee to investi- 
gate other state practices, and to report to 
Mr. Moreland in time for him to prepare his 
proposed budget for the meeting in Atlantic 
City. 























An expense fund of $25 was allotted the 
County Library Section for the Summer Insti- 
tute, and the same amount was given to the 
Committee on Recruiting. Membership re- 
newal in A.L.A. ($25) was voted unani- 
mously. 

Miss Estes reported that she had attended 
a meeting in Philadelphia, Mach 18, to make 
tentative plans for the A.L.A. Regional Con- 
ference to be held at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Atlantic City, October 3-6. Mr. Kingery of 
the New York Public Library is general chair- 
man for the conference. It is hoped that time 
will be available for two P.L.A. meetings 
during the conference, one a business meeting 
and the other for general discussion. Section 
meetings will have to be arranged at recess 
periods or meal times, by individual groups. 
No banquets or other meals will be scheduled 
for the conference as a whole. 


The Editor reported that since the ad- 
dressograph plates take care of paid-up mem- 
bers only, hereafter the Bulletin will be sent 
to the entire P.L.A. membership (more than 
nine hundred) but to no one else, unless a 
mimeographed statement of subscription or 
membership rates goes with it. Memberships 
will be reported to Mr. Moreland, and he 
will arrange for new addressograph plates 
through the Carew Letter Shop in Erie. The 
Bulletins are printed in Pittsburgh and sent to 
Erie for addressing and mailing, the arrange- 
ments having been made there by Mr. Bacon. 

Since 1950 will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the P.L.A., the President asked for volun- 
teers to bring up to date the history of the 
P.L.A., complete to 1946. Several names were 
suggested for consideration at a later date. 

Miss Oller, reporting for Miss Patterson, 
Chairman of the Certification Committee, 
said that only a few applications for certifica- 
tion have been received, and the President re- 
minded the group of the importance of certifi- 
cation of library staff members. 

Mr. Knickerbocker reported progress in 
Federal Relations and distributed reprints of 
the Public Library Service Demonstration Bill 
as it appeared in the Congressional Record. 

Miss Lewis, Secretary, read a letter from 
Miss Dorrance, Chairman of the Friends of 
the Library Committee, in which she reported 
the formation of new groups and the revival 
of old ones, and also plans for the printing of 
a new Friends of the Library Leaflet. 

Miss Eaton, Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee, pointed out the great importance 
of the establishment of a floor to the tax 
rate. 

The President read a letter from Mr. 
Munn, Chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee questioning the recommendation for 
democratic voting versus the presentation of 
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a slate with one name for each office. It was 
thought that this should be discussed by the 
membership at the Atlantic City meeting. 

Miss Shorey, Chairman of the Planning 
Committee, distributed three tentative ques- 
tionnaires for a self-survey of public libraries, 
to be sent to librarians, local judges, county 
treasurers and others, for actual facts which 
might then be analyzed and a chart prepared 
to show the services of libraries throughout 
the state. A digest of conclusions in regard to 
the report of the public library survey made 
by the Joint State Government Commission to 
the General Assembly of Pennsylvania indi- 
cates a general disappointment in the survey. 

Miss Woolsey, Chairman of the Member- 
ship Committee reported that she had sent 
out 168 second notices, and had written to 
all library training schools requesting names 
of graduates. One hundred and five names 
were subsequently submitted to her. Miss 
Oller pointed out that around 500 former 
members have dropped their P.L.A. member- 
ships. 

Mrs. Pusey reported for the Trustee Sec- 
tion. There was general discussion about ef- 
fective procedure for procuring Trustee mem- 
bers for the P.L.A., and it was decided that 
Mrs. Pusey should send cards to the Boards. 

Mrs. Spangler, Chairman of the Recruiting 
Committee, announced that her committee 
hopes to enter its recruiting materials for the 
Quarrie award. 

Miss Wilson reported for the Scholarship 
Committee, and it was voted that $75 would 
be given to each of two students, to be chosen 
by the committee, for Penn State Summer 
School scholarships, this summer. 

From the College and University Section, 
Mr. Voigt, Chairman, reported work in pro- 
gress: revision of the By-laws and a survey 
of programs in library instruction and orienta- 
tion for freshmen. 

Mr. Moreland gave the report of the Pub- 
lic Library Section, Miss Sterling, Chairman, 


STATE 


ALLENTOWN 


Dr. George T. Ettinger, past President of 
the Allentown Free Library Board from 1912 
to 1943, died April 20, 1949. Widely known 
for his great interest in libraries, he served at 
one time as Vice-President of the P.L.A. and 
as Chairman of the Trustee Section. 

Mrs. Lewis L. Anewalt, member of the Al- 
lentown Library Board from the time of the 
library’s inception in 1912 until the present 
year, died April 4, 1949. While a member of 


being absent. The completed salary survey 
was presented, and it was voted that this in- 
formation should not be released outside of 
the state until the figures were first published 
in the Bulletin. 

Miss Nassau, Chairman of the Section for 
Work with Children and Young People, re- 
ported that appointment of a School Library 
Supervisor in the state seems more hopeful. 

Miss Markwell, of County Library Service, 
gave the court decision in the Bradford 
County case (favorable to the Commissioners) 
and said that the county libraries are now 
relieved of the threat of withdrawal of ap- 
propriated funds. Fifteen counties were repre- 
sented at the spring meeting of the County 
Library group, April 18, in Harrisburg. A new 
compilation of comparative statistics has been 
made and mailed to all interested. The stand- 
ardization of bookmobiles was discussed as a 
possible means of reducing costs of this library 
service, but as this is a project of A.L.A., it 
will be reported in detail at Atlantic City. 

The duties of the Executive Secretary were 


‘outlined by Miss Shorey. 


Work on the revision of the P.L.A. pro- 
cedure book has been allotted to the chair- 
men of the various sections. 


It was voted that membership lists, when 
requested, shall be available only to firms ac- 
ceptable to the organization, and not to be 
circulated promiscuously among commercial 
firms who may solicit them. 


Twenty-two members were present at this 
meeting. 


* * * 


The Nominating Committee invites sugges- 
tions for officers for 1949-50. Offices to be 
filled are: president, president-elect, secretary, 
treasurer, and one member of the executive 
committee. Please send names to Mr. Ralph 
Munn, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh 13, Penn- 
sylvania. 


NOTES 


the Board of Directors, Mrs. Anewalt was 
singularly honored when Cedar Crest College 
conferred upon her an honorary L.H.D. de- 
gree—Doctor of Humanities. 


ANNVILLE 


Work has begun on the new library build- 
ing at Main and Killinger Streets, Annville. 
The building is being erected through the 
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Gideon R. Krei- 
der, Jr., who are contributing a large portion 











PENNSYLVANIA Lisrary ASSOCIATION 





of the building costs. The structure, which is 
to be completed in about six months, will be 
one-story Dutch Colonial. Haldeman and Sa- 
vastio of Hershey are the contractors. 

Ellis Wolfe, chairman of the library car- 
paign for funds, reports that contributions are 
nearing the $2,000 mark. 

Besides Mr. and Mrs. Kreider, trustees of 
the new library are Alfred C. Kingsley, 
Harold Brandt and L. E. Meyer. 


BERWICK 


Officers of the Berwick Library Board were 
re-elected at a mecting held March 24. David 
R. Shuman, principal of the Berwick High 
School, will again serve as president. Others 
in office are, the Rev. H. R. Shipe, vice- 
president; Emory Keller, treasurer: Glen Ca- 
nouse, secretary; and named for Trustees are 
Miss Ruth Blanning, Mrs. Howard Seybert, 
Mr. Emory Keller and the Rev. H. R. Shipe. 

The Board voted to renovate the library 
rooms. 


CLEARFIELD 


At Clearfield, a public mecting was called 
one night in March for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a Friends of the Shaw Library group. 
Mr. Launce E. Soult was named as the first 
president, Mrs. H. F. Valzah was elected vice- 
president, and Miss Inez Crandle, the librari- 
an, was made executive secretary-treasurer— 
all officers to serve until the annual meeting 
in January, 1950 

A membership drive was decided upon, the 
immediate problem, according to Mr. Philip 
Reed, Chairman of the Library Board, was 
to raise enough money to buy books. Mr. 
Reed outlined the progress of the library. 
Miss Ella Shaw’s estate, and various other 
sources of income, he said, cover operation 
expenses, but leave no funds for the purchase 
cf new books and for normal expansion of 
services. 

The purpose of the Friends of the Library 
organizations was outlined by Mrs. A. N. 
Reynolds. 

In February, the Clearfield Lions Club pie- 
sented the library with a ceiling projector and 
27 books on film to be used with it. 


DUNCANNON 


The Community Public Library established 
by the Women’s Club several years ago, has 
been moved from the high school building to 
offices of the Duncannon Record. The Library 
will be open every day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday evening from 6 to 9. 


DUQUESNE 


Freda Halpert, assistant librarian, Carnegie 
Free Library, Duquesne, has a short article 


in the Wilson Bulletin, May 1, 1949. “Read- 
ing for Reading’s Sake” is the only incentive 
for the child when he joins the Library Read- 
ing Club. No pennants, no gift certificates, 
@plomai:—-the love and joy of reading is the 
reward. 

Can it be possible that in this Wonderland 
of prizes—(At last the Dodo said, “Every- 
body has won, and all must have prizes.’’)— 
the Carnegie Library of Duquesne offers none 
at all? But of course the love and joy of read- 
ing is the biggest prize of a2!i—the priceless 
reward. 

Perhaps Duquesne is starting a new era. 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


The annual appeal for funds for the Eliza- 
bethtown Free Public Library has gone out 
from the Elizabeth Hughes Society, June 7, 
with an article written by Mrs. Paul Ricker, 
the first Librarian. The club take full re- 
sponsibility for the operation of the library, 
the salaries of the librarian and her assistant 
coming from the club’s treasury. The Library 
Drive is unique in that every dollar collected 
goes directly into the library itself, for books, 
rent and supplies. 

In 1950 this library will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary. 

Mrs. Mary S. Alwine is the present li- 
brarian. 

x * * 


Ground-breaking ceremonies for the $120,- 
000 two-story brick library building at Eliza- 
bethtown College were held Apri! 9, 1949. 
The. Rev. Dr. R. P. Bucher, President of the 
Board of Trustees, who broke the first ground, 
spoke of the library as a most important link 
between the past, the present, and the future. 
Ur. Baugner, President of the college, intro- 
duced Dr. Bucher as ore of the two sons of 
founders of the college present for the cere- 
monies, the other being Mr. John C. Zug of 
Neffsville, one of the chief benefactors of the 
library project. 

The library will be Colonial style, and plans 
for the main floor show a reading room to be 
furn‘shed in knotty pine, with recessed shelv- 
ing, a fireplace, and browsing section. Three 
tiers of stacks will provide space for 42,000 
volumes. A large seminar and conference room 
will be located next to a projection room to 
be used for video, audio and motion picture 
instruction. A Brethren historical records 
room will be located next to a room to be 
used for faculty conferences. 


Completion will be expected early in 1950. 

The Class of 1949 presented a check for 
$850 to Elizabethtown College at their gradu- 
ation exercises, the money to be used to 
purchase equipment for the charging-out area 
of the new library. One hundred and six 
seniors received degrees. 
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ERIE 


Miss Helen E. Rilling has been appointed 
Librarian of the Erie Public Library. Gradu- 
ating from Lake Erie College in 1931, Miss 
Rilling went on to Columbia University and 
graduated from the School of Library Serv- 
ice in 1932. Starting as a part-time employee 
in the Erie Public Library in 1932, in 1937 
she was appointed as a full-time worker in the 
Cataloging Department. Three years later she 
became head of the Extension Department of 
the library. Early in 1949 she was made As- 
sistant Librarian. 

When William Bacon, Librarian since 1942, 
resigned to accept the position of Chief Li- 
brarian in the David A. Howe Public Li- 
brary, Wellsville, New York, Miss Rilling was 
persuaded to take over the position of Librari- 


an. 

The P.L.A. sends Miss Rilling all good 
wishes for success. 

Mr. Bacon writes that the Howe Library 
includes a little theatre, museum and art 
rooms, Board rooms and Story Hour room, 
besides the usual library service departments. 
The P.L.A. extend best wishes to Mr. Bacon 
in his new Library, and make grateful ack- 
nowledgement of his work as Treasurer of 
the association since 1947. 


* 


April 4, 1949 saw the return of Olive K. 
Nesbitt to the library field, after an absence 
of two and a half years, during which period 
her time and attention were directed to ra- 
dio, public relations and social service. Her 
previous library service was in the Erie Pub- 
lic Library, 1929-1946, her last four years be- 
ing spent as First Assistant in the Technology 
Division. She is now Librarian of the Engi- 
neering Research Library of the Lord Manu- 
facturing Company, and happy to be back 
in library work. 


GLENSIDE 


During the drive for Glenside’s Free 
Library fund, John P. Henrie, general chair- 
man, and Mrs. Richard Pollack, Chairman 
of the Action Committee, unveiled an enor- 
mous poster asking the community for contri- 
butions. A newspaper picture showed what 
school children can do to help—each child 
brought a brick. 


GRATZ 


One of the smallest high schools in central 
Pennsylvania, Gratz takes pride in its fine 
library. Several thousand volumes presented 
over the years by its Junior classes, repre- 
sent a memorial well worth while. Some of 
the books are donated by the students them- 
selves, others are bought through projects 
such as selling candy during the lunch hour. 


* * 


5 


The books represent a farewell to the school, 
but besides books for the Library, the class 
usually has enough money to take a trip to 
Washington. This year there will be eight 
Juniors to go. There is a movement under 
way to consolidate Gratz with Berrysburg 
and Elizabethville, at Elizabethville. Gratz 
has a faculty of two, the Principal Mr. L. 
M. Bennis, and G. L. Brown, and the course 
is for three years only. 


GREENCASTLE 


Forty-one new books have been added to 
Greencastle’s new library, on the second floor 
of Council Hall. 

A food and flower sale for the benefit of 
the Greencastle Library was held in May in 
the A. G. Crunkleton store. 


HANOVER 


The Hanover Public Library recently an- 
nounced it has come into possession of a 
priceless historical treasure. It is the telegraph 
instrument used by Daniel E. Trone to send 
out to the world the news of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. It was given to the library by the 
late Maurice N. Trone, nephew of the tele- 
grapher. 


HARRISBURG 
Members of the Friends of the Library met 
Friday, March 28, in the Harrisburg Public 
Library. Miss Frances Dorrance of the Hoyt 
Library, Kingston, spoke. 
* * * 


The Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Harrisburg recently presented to the 
Public Library a ceiling projector for use by 
invalids and shut-ins in the area. 


* * * 


Miss Mary Elizabeth Bitzer of Harrisburg 
was recently appointed Cataloguer in the Ex- 
tension Division, State Library. Miss Bitzer 
has her library degree from William and 
Mary, has worked as Librarian of the Rad- 
nor Township High School, Wayne, Pa., was 
circulation and reference Librarian of the 
U. S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings 
Point, New York, and Cataloguer for the 
Bankers Trust Company, New York City. 


Miss Agnes. Bittle of Myerstown, joined the 
staff of the Extension Division, State Library, 
on January 24, 1949. Miss Bittle is in charge 
of Traveling Libraries and assists generally 
in professional work in the Division. She has 
her A.B. from Albright College and her li- 
brary degree from the University of North 
Carolina Library School. She has been school 
librarian in Cornwall and Palmyra High 
Schools. 





Miss Kathryn Oller has resigned from the 
Extension Division to continue her studies at 
the University of Illinois, where she will also 
work as research assistant in the Laboratory 
Library. She plans to teach in the Penn State 
Summer School. Miss Oller has spoken 
throughout the state at the regional meetings 
and is widely known for her Extension work. 
Her many friends hope to see her return to 
Pennsylvania after her graduate studies are 
completed. 


HERSHEY 


On exhibition in the Hershey Public Li- 
brary in March, were hand-carved figures and 
plates made by the natives of Oberammer- 
gau, Germany, who make toys and pottery 
and carve wooden crucifixes, rosaries and 
images of the saints in the long intervals be- 
tween the productions of the Passion Play. 
The figures displayed belong to Arlene Huss, 
stationed in Germany when she was in service 
as a WAC. She is now a student at Hershey 
Junior College. 

Another exhibition in the Hershey Library 
featured old prayer books and Bibles, the 
property of the Rev. John Howe Treder, 
Vicar of All Saint’s Episcopal Mission, dis- 
played as a part of the 400th anniversary of 
the first prayer book in English. The earli- 
est of the books exhibited was printed in 
1678. 


IRWIN 


The Irwin Woman’s Club sponsored benefit 
performances of Claudia in April, the pro- 
ceeds helping to pay for furnishing and main- 
taining the “browsing room” in the new Irwin 
Public Library. The play was given in the 
High School, and produced by the Irwin 
Little Theater. 


JOHNSTOWN 


In the Library Journal of June 1, George 
B. Moreland, Jr., has written an excellent and 
interesting article about the Cambria Free 
Library, the Johnstown community which it 
serves, the new Bookmobile, and encouraging 
statistics. A recent gift of $7,850 from the 
Women’s Library Association is to be spent 
on books for the Bookmobile. 


LANCASTER 


Mr. Ernest Doerschuk, Jr., Librarian of 
Lancaster Free Public Library, is continuing 
the articles in the Intelligencer Journal car- 
ried along by Mr. Wightman before him. Mr. 
Doerschuk writes informally and interestingly 
on activities and resources of the Library, and 
his column should be invaluable as a drawing 
card to his library shelves. One of the March 
articles featured two Lancaster County auth- 
ors: Peggy Polsky Dodge, and Bill Cash. Tril- 
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lium and the Tulips. by Mrs. Dodge, is a fan- 
tastic story of a little girl who has bad days 
the tulips being the result of one such day. 
Mr. Cash says his stories are based on the 
actions of his own children. To Market, To 
Market and A Day at Our House are the 
titles of his books. 
* * * 


Two hundred and seventy students partici- 
pated in the essay contest sponsored by the 
Library on the occasion of the 10th anni- 
versary of the Lancaster County Bookmobile. 
The essays were on the subject “What the 
Bookmobile means to me.” 


Three students from the Southern Lan- 
caster County Joint High School, Quarryville, 
took the top prizes in the High Schoo! Di- 
vision. Other divisions in the contest were 
grades 7 and 8, and grades 5 and 6. Three 
winners were selected from each group and 
prizes of books were donated by L. B. Herr 
and Son, the Library Service Club of Man- 
heim Twp. High School, and the Lancaster 
Free Public Library. 


The 10th anniversary of the Lancaster 
County Bookmobile was also celebrated in 
another way: a tea, in honor of the purch- 
aser of the bookmobile in 1939—Miss Effie 
Detwiler, of Columbia. Over 250 invitations 
were sent out to those who have actually used 
the bookmobile and have wanted to express 
their gratitude to Miss Detwiler personally, 
to city friends, to teachers, and to all County 
patrons who met the book truck at fire-halls 
and general stores and farmyards along the 
scheduled routes. Miss Detwiler planned, 
when she gave the bookmobile, that Columbia 
should benefit by it, and now several hundred 
books are delivered there. New Holland is 
another town to benefit, as it gets about 75 
books at a time. Lititz uses the bookmobile 
service largely for reference works. Besides 
visiting 84 school houses regularly, the book- 
mobile has a direct service to 25 communities. 
Township school districts are being asked to 
increase their appropriations, based on the 
number of pupils in the township served by 
the traveling library. The financing of the 
bookmobile is a serious problem. Donations by 
city and county have been the principal 
sources of income. Many gifts are the product 
of thought and ingenuity. In 1941, the Fede- 
ration of Women’s Clubs collected 25,000 
wire coat hangers (a scarce commodity in 
those days) and sold them for funds to keep 
the bookmobile moving. The sale of a 
“Friends of the Bookmobile Cookbook,” made 
up of highly prized recipes, helped to in- 
crease the service. Strasburg Twp. schools 
have collected waste paper and sold it, to buy 
more books for the library-on-wheels. This is 
why today there are 10,000 books in the 
county collection, and why there are going 


Continued on Page 11 
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PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Public Library Salary Study 


A NOTE ON PROCEDURE 


Limitation of Study: To study public. libraries in sample cross-section, to determine salar- 
jes actually paid, salary scales if any, the relationship of professional training to salaries, and 
comparative salaries paid in the community (including benefits). 


Size and Selection of Sample: All public and county libraries in cities or counties of 
25,000 population and over were sent questionnaires. In addition, 10 each of libraries in places 
of 10,000-24,999 and under 9,999 received questionnaires. Due to the inclusion of county 
service in statistics, these were sometimes included in a higher population group in the final 
compilation. In all, 9 areas in Class A were polled, all but one returned the blanks; 15 in Class 
B were polled, and 13 responded; 15 in Class C were sent questionnaires, 12 replied; 8 in 
Class D were polled, but only 3 replied, these were combined with Class E, in which 10 were 
polled, and all replied. Total questionnaires returned: 46, representing 84% of the known 
public libraries in areas of 25,000 population and over, and a much smaller percentage of 
libraries in smaller centers. The presence of several under-staffed and under-supported county 
libraries unquestionably affected the salary figures adversely, but it was felt that they should be 
included to present a true state-wide picture of the situation. 


Some Interesting Facts: (as established by replies) 


1. Not one library in a center of 50,000 population or less has any regular salary 
schedule ; 7 out of 13 libraries in places of 50,000-99,999 also lack such schedules. 


2. No library in a place of 25,000 or less has even one professional assistant, other 
than the librarian. 


3. Thirty-one libraries out of 38 in places up to 99,999 population report that they 
have no established retirement plan for employees. 


4. On other benefits, librarians feel that they have equal or better treatment by an 
overwhelming majority on Sick Leave, amout of annual vacation, working con- 
ditions, the weekly schedule, and special leaves for education, illness, etc. 


A great deal of further analysis of there returns is possible, but the conclusions should 
give the Association a body of current facts about Public Library salaries that is usable and 
pertinent. The original questionnaires are being turned over to the president of the Association 
for such use as may be called for. 


With this report the Salary Study Committee asks for its discharge. 
, April 25, 1949. 


Harriet T. Root, Bethlehem 

Grorce B. Morexanp, Jr., Johnstown 
Sara M. Boye, Oakmont 

Wiiuiam Bacon, Erie, Chairman. 
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Class A: Population 100,000 and over. Eight Libraries Reporting 
Per Capita Support: Minimum—.15 Median—.70 Maximum—$1.54 Average-—.73 


SALARIES CURRENTLY PAID 
Clerical Position Minimum Median Maximum 
MNCRENIMONN, 6.5-5:4-04,0.576 base bath anieane eee as scum 1,200 1,530 1,963 
NNR 5hc.5ikc4 sn) a ee es Sica wile ao GiReiaeree 1,590 2,280 3,100 
Other positions reported .......0.sccceseases 1,200 1,740 2,280 
Median all positions reported .......... jaewaws 1,740 
Sub-Professional Positions 
E AMNONE: AMRARECIR oa: Sib 6 ais bso arec suena ibs eee 1,320 1,700 2,194 
a ION aba. a: ek afaid ls aide 0/4;0 Bia eae eas 1,500 2,130 2,700 
Cer Petite Venetia: on kas ivaccicescewcicas 1,320 2,230 2,680 
Median all positions reported ...............- 1,992 
Professional Positions 
ROD ONION, 5 os inis cence secs ae debicd snes 1,932 2,396 2,470 
Top position excluding Librarian ............. 2,220 3,200 6,160 
Other positions excluding Librarian .......... 1,968 2,950 5,280 
Median all positions excluding Librarian ...... 2,898 


SALARY SCALES 
(4 Libraries only) 


RANGE 
Low High 
CNN sah wd viaey aha e eee arnie See eae oe 1,505-1,930 1,968-3,180 
OIE foc vie acaancals sauce Sletaewe 1,630-2,289 2,500-3,000 
Professional (excluding Librarian) ........... 2,205-3,350 3,000-5,000 
OTHER SALARIES IN COMMUNITY 
RANGE 
Low High 
Teachers and School Librarians (4 yrs.)...... 2,000-3,400 2,200-4,300 
Teachers (5 yrs. preparation) .........e000. 2,200-3,600 2,400-4,500 
RECON WNEOIS oot 5 san die te cle nhep naam 1,200-1,680 1,900- 
BENEFITS 
Number of Librarians Reporting Greater Less Equal Range Mediar: 
Be MEBEMO caciss atawedesiasiaaaae 4 1 3 6-30d 26d 
De MO) VROCREON 5 os sicasa cc cee se 3 1 4 12-30d 24d 
a ee re er rare 3 as 2 
d. Working conditions ............ 3 1 4 (Better or worse) 
Ee SS 3 1 4 (Better or worse) 
F. peed TOAVES: Siac esackawkdacces 4 1 2 (Better or worse) 


*No retirement plan. 


Comparison of benefits was to be made with “privileges allowed to personnel in positions 
of similar responsibility and standing in your community.” 


fal 
5] 








PENNSYLVANIA LipraRy ASSOCIATION 





CLASS B: Population 50,000 to 99,999 inclusive. 13 libraries reporting, including 5 county 
libraries. 


Per Capita Support: Minimum.—.07 Median—.21 Maximum.—.90 Average—.327 
SALARIES CURRENTLY PAID 


Clerical Positions Minimum Median Maximum 
ENE I, ois 6 8 hse asia 68nd cca tnweaewn 720 1,320 1,620 
Wi EE. cocina ndaschas nace Sennes eee wa 840 1,620 1,860 
Other positions (or single position reported) .... 1,290 1,440 1,800 
Median all clerical positions .........0cccccses 1,380 


Sub-Professional Positions 


ee Lee eT ee rere Tee Cree Te 1,200 1,380 2,025 
PTE 6 5666 okGAk dS bddd pee Eo sneer 1,800 2,040 2,180 
Other positions (or single position reported) .... 1,020 1,560 2,840 
Professional Positions 

RN ON ion 0:6N do eoriirsdace<sesyeens,cs 1,980 2,300 2,600 
Top position excluding Librarian ............. 2,280 3,263 3,450 
BRINE Kacactcihsdiussse sna bsvad sec awas 1,320 3,000 5,000 
Other positions (or single position reported) .. 2,160 2,600 3,000 
Median all positions excluding Librarian ....... 2,600 


SALARY SCALES 


(6 Libraries; 7 do not have scales) 


RANGE 
Low High 
Rech et aie otras eee bas wea wae - 720 1,320-1,920 
Rene Tee ee eee eee 1,200-1,320 1,800-2,400 
Professional (excluding Librarian) ........... 1,800-1,920 3,000-4,000 
DIMEN 5,0 se nee ca cekewadawswasewese en 1,800-2,600 5,000- 
OTHER SALARIES IN COMMUNITY 
RANGE 
Low High 

Teachers and School Librarians (4 yrs. college 

DEMIMMEED, \otuchicncadecnuShaeess nade 2,000-2,600 2,150-4,000 
Teachers (5 yrs. college preparation)......... 2,000-3,400 2,750-4,400 
CRESNCR. MES 6 ois dino 050 4n soe dows 0.0.00% 1,200-1,800 1,664-2,000 

BENEFITS 

Number of Librarians Reporting Greater Less Equal Range Median 

Py RE ai nora t hia he aaenee Ke 4 4 4 0-26d 12d 

hy PR WEAAIIOD 5 0.06, 00406 0s 00800 5 1 6 12-30d 18d 

a ee 1 11* 1 

d. Working conditions ............ 1 0 12 (Better or worse) 

CS; WHOERY SCMOMUNE 5.005 6d acieceies 5 1 7 (Better or worse ) 

R.. MOMCIEE FORBES: 05.0000 cisiss we ewneays 4 1 6 (Better or worse) 


*No plan in effect. 


Comparison of benefits was to be made with “privileges allowed to personnel in positions 
of similar responsibility and standing in your community.” , 
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CLASS C: Population 25,000 to 49,999 inclusive. 12 Libraries reporting ; including 
3 county libraries. 
Per Capita Support: Minimum—.23 Median—.48 Maximum—$1.03 Average—.55 
SALARIES CURRENTLY PAID 


Clerical Positions Minimum Median Maximum 
PONE TIRED, 50 <.s''n:k a RAT ORES oe ea ae On) 1,020 1,200 1,320 
DM MMUR MINN 5.55 60.4: 9i'snte (aus ano nim-acaid ae 4: e19 Bsee ease 1,520 1,590 1,788 
Chey (GF BAEIE) PORIONE 2.0.6 56.5 0.05 65.500.0: 1,320 1,780 2,200 
MN MEE RTIONE 5 5.5050 6 610.000. 4:9046'5:400.0 48% 1,584 

Sub-Professional Positions 
TURN TENNER <55.<4) shin fuji ?a: aie 010 5:30/6 Ga aia \SbIS a8 emia) 1,056 1,500 1,680 
RM TINIIER ait x. <i acho ciao sus aiaie a alain eRe wioe 1,260 1,860 2,270 
Ctner (Or SABIE) POSIFIONS 220.65 565.5000086008 1,162 1,760 2,033 
PRGGEAN Gl EMMNRIOEE 5 616.0056, 65014515 -b0 aie-6 4 Ie ROE 1,500 

Professional Positions 
NN MNMNNNOR rie. 76. 5; Bi oid 8/3501 eck wlalatbiat baja 1,800 2,150 2,250 
Top position excluding Librarian ............. 2,200 2,400 3,250 
MMRM oo ore hes ncn area gs eleva hk a0 nck a le aearawe 1,920 2,950 4,650 
other (OP SINGS) PORHONE «0.00650 5a esi sediaess 2,000 2,300 2,950 
ROIRAE MAE PEER, ioe 6i6.d) abcde nae bs aeteuwe 2,200 


SALARY SCALE: 12 Libraries reported no regular scale in effect. 
OTHER SALARIES IN COMMUNITY 


RANGE 
Low High 

Teachers and School Librarians (4 yrs. college 
MMCRRNORED fone aia 5 cicic/ siete ois a, c:55 00% 1,800-2,400 2,400-3,700 

Teachers (5 yrs. college preparation) ...... 2,200-3,200 2,600-4,300 

RENIN WUEEIRYE fa. '55:41 bac0 01 3134's wleras loeielaiians 1,000-1,500 1,500-2,000 

BENEFITS 

Number of Librarians reporting greater, less, or equal benefits for: 

Number of Librarians Reporting Greater Less Equal Range Median 
BM ORE och o'cc ak sdb awinck.cs 7 1 4 10-unlimited 30d 
MONEY “VOPREION 6.516005 5 wieeanecine 5 1 6 12-30d 24d 
Cs ROMBOTIL FUMD 5.5.6:0.5,6.4.5:5:8:8:6-635:55 1 9* 2 
d. Working conditions ............. 3 0 8 (Better or worse) 
e. Weekly schedule ....ccwcccccccs 0 0 11 (Better or worse ) 
LE eer ne 5 1 3 

*No plan. 


CLASS D: 10,000 to 24,999 population inclusive (3 libraries) ; combined with 
CLASSE: 9,999 population and less (10 libraries). Total 13 libraries. 
Per Capita Support: Minimum—.08 Median—.80 Maximum—$1.50 Average—.825 


SALARIES CURRENTLY PAID 
Minimum Median Maximum 


CIE TAIN io 50: 3106.5 )015-4:0c0ae 4 as8:4 edie aneieverd 960 1,156 1,800 
SUB-PPOleSIONAl POBIGIONS «..0.0 20s cccvieccsees 1,080 1,320 1,680 
Professional positions, excluding Librarian ....... —none employed— 
NER c re ciate inst c Gace wee sce nak basen ars 900 1,920 3,280 
SALARY SCALE: No library scales reported (1 librarian is on teachers scale) 
RANGE 
Low High 
Teachers and School Librarians (4 yrs. college 
ce APP ee ee rice ee eee ee 1,920-2,160 2,400-3,600 
Teachers (5 yrs. college preparation) ........ 2,150-3,000 3,000-3,800 
CIPVIOME WARE: G65. 650.04 cas clcawes bade Reeaa 960-1,620 1,950-2,600 
BENEFITS 
Number of Librarians reporting greater, less or equal benefits for: 
Number of Librarians Reporting Greater Less Equal Range Median 
AQ eer 3 3 7 O-unlimited 28d 
Ie RT (MRCRMION. (oiscos.cc10 3600.05. 1 2 9 12-26 21 
C, TRCEPOMROME DAN 2 6\e:6, 5:61 610.36 5.0-010 0 11* me 
d. Working conditions ............. 3 1 9 (Better or worse) 
e. Weekly schedule ...........000.% 6 4 2 (Better or worse ) 
Pr OUEIEE ROAR, 6.5 sc ca.d. 050 sawn 1 - 5 


*No plan. 
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Continued from Page 6 
to be thousands more, and why the Bookmo- 


bile can look forward to many more birthdays. 


* * * 


The Fortnightly Club recently donated 
$70.00 to the library for a book memorial to 
the late Thaddeus G. Helm. The books are 
selected with the aid of Dr. H. M. J. Klein 
and Dr. P. M. Harbold. 


* * * 


The Lancaster Public Library is to have 
improvements in the children’s room, and 
a room in the rear of the library building will 
be converted to house adult books hitherto 
crowded into the children’s quarters. Fluor- 
escent lighting will be installed in both rooms. 
Shelves in the children’s room will be lowered 
to be within reach. 

* * * 


A view of the Fackenthal Library, Franklin 
and Marshall College, is shown on the 1949- 
50 membership card of the Lancaster Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

H. J. Fackenthal, of Bethlehem, a distant 
relative and a life-long admirer of Dr. B. F. 
Fackenthal, Jr., former president of the Board 
of Trustees of the College, has presented the 
college with an original wood carving of the 
late Dr. Fackenthal. The plaque has been 
placed in the Anspach Room of the Library. 

The Lancaster General Hospital has do- 
nated a library of 1,661 unbound volumes of 
medical journals to the Fackenthal Library. 
Mr. Herbert Anstaett, Librarian, says the 
volumes are of great value to biology majors 
and pre-medical students, as well as to faculty 
members. 

The Lancaster County Art Association 
sponsored a one-man show of paintings May 
1 to 13, in the Fackenthal Library. Mrs. 
Laura Steigerwalt Schopf, the artist, has ex- 
hibited in Philadelphia and elsewhere, and 
paints both in water color and in oil, her 
subjects being flower studies and landscapes. 


LITITZ 


Student assistant librarians of Lititz High 
School made a tour of the Lancaster County 
Court House, under the guidance of Miss 
Bessie Searles, the high school librarian. Judge 
Joseph B. Wissler, an alumnus of Lititz High, 
talked informally to the school group on court 
procedure. The Library Club also visited 
Franklin and Marshall College, to see the 
Fackenthal Library. 


* * * 


John Hershey was re-elected President of 
the Board of Directors of the Public Library 
Association at a meeting held recently in the 
library. Other officers re-elected were: Mrs. 
Frank Longenecker, vice-president and Alfred 
Douple, treasurer. Mrs. Florence Gibbel was 
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elected secretary to succeed Mrs. William 
Whitten, Jr., who declined re-nomination. 
Members of the Board include M. C. Denny, 
Miss Kathryn Gantz, and Mrs. John Badorf. 
Miss Searle, Librarian reported 9,900 books 
in the library, and a total of 17,649 readers 
during the year, 9,273 children and 8,376 
adults. The Library Club, 33 members, mend- 
ed, sewed and bound 183 books during the 
year. 
‘ The Board allocated $300 for new books, 
$200 of which was given by the Community 
Chest. They also appointed Miss Blanche 
Bleacher, member of the Library Club, to 
serve as librarian during the vacation of Miss 
Bessie Searle this summer. 


LORETTO 


Saint Francis College Library has opened 
a Browsing Corner in a well-lighted part of 
the room. A large and light red patterned 
rug, some low end tables, floor lamps, and 
nine colorful leather lounging chairs of dif- 
ferent styles, all combine to make this an at- 
tractive place to read. In this Corner one 
hundred and fifty new light fiction books and 
popular reading books have been shelved, to- 
gether with fifty or so of the old standard 
works. 

A Periodical Stack Room was opened for 
library users early in April. It has ample space 
for expansion, tables and chairs are provided, 
fluorescent lighting has been added, and 
sturdy steel shelving has been used. The room 
is opened for two hours in the morning and 
two hours in the afternoon, Mondays to Fri- 
days, providing excellent service far beyond 
the old system of using non-current periodi- 
cals. The Rev. Vincent R. Negherbon, is Li- 
brarian. 


MILLERSVILLE 


The final book review in the series spons- 
ored by the Library Science Club of Millers- 
ville State Teachers College was held in 
March, Dr. Mary Brightbill of the English 
Department giving a review of Theodore 
Dreiser’s works. 

¥ e * 

Eight Millersville State Teachers College 
students went to New York City in April, to 
spend three days visiting libraries. 

The group included Jane Manbeck and 
Glenna Eshleman, Millersville; Jane Holling- 
er, Lititz; Mary Lou Lausch, Hershey; Jane 
Worth, Chambersburg; Geraldine Wolf, New 
Holland; Shirley Jane Young, Lemoyne; and 
Alice Wagner, Philadelphia. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Dr. James Creese, President of Drexel Insti- 
tute of Technology, has announced the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Gwendolyn Murdock Bed- 
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ford of Sellersville, Pa., as Associate Professor 
of Library Science. She will be in charge of 
technical courses in the Graduate School, be- 
ginning her work September 1. A graduate of 
Vassar College, Simmons School of Library 
Science, and the University of Michigan, her 
experience includes that of Cataloguer, Har- 
vard College Library; Head Cataloguer, Wil- 
iams College; first Assistant, Catalogue Dept., 
University of Pennsylvania; and Instructor in 
Library Sciences, Simmons College. 
* * * 


As part of the observance of the 400th an- 
niversary of the Book of Common Prayer, the 
Free Library of Philadelphia featured an ex- 
hibit of early English Service Primers, early 
Ametican Prayer Books, early Psalters and 
Bibles of 400 years ago. A committee ap- 
pointed by Rt. Rev. Oliver J. Hart, Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Penn- 
sylvania, conducted a special tour of the ex- 
hibit for the clergy, explaining the various 
stages of the development of the Book of 
Common Prayer and early Church literature. 
Bishop Hart presented a rare copy of the 
First Prayer Book of King Edward VI to the 
Library. 

* * * 

A special feature of the fifth concert in the 
Chamber Music series presented in the Phila- 
delphia Free Library lecture hall, was the 
showing of a film of the score simultaneously 
with the performance of the musicians. Three 
men operated two projection machines and 
synchronized sight and sound with great pre- 
cision, as split-second timing was often re- 
quired. For those in the audience not inter- 
ested in following the score, a lighting effect 
cleverly handled spot-lighted the Curtis String 
Quartet, playing in front of the screen. 

The sixth, and final concert, featured a 
composition by Arthur Cohn, head of the 
music department of the Library. “Histrion- 
ics” was favorably received not only for its 
technical excellence and brilliant new effects, 
but for its patterned measures of genuine 
melody, and its varying descriptive moods. 

Another series of six concerts will be given 
next season, November to April, again under 
the joint auspices of the Musical Fund Society 
of Philadelphia and the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia, and again free to the public. 

* * * 


Franklin H. Price, Librarian of the Free 
Library of Philadelphia, was honored by the 
Board of Trustees on the occasion of his 50th 
anniversary, March 1, 1949, and a silver tray, 
suitably inscribed was presented to him as a 
tribute to his faithful service. Starting as an 
assistant in charge of mail in the periodical 
department, Mr. Price served in various de- 
partments, was made head of special collec- 
tions in 1911, appointed assistant librarian in 





1926, and was named librarian in 1934. Un- 
der his direction, the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia has become the third largest library 
in the country, with forty-two branches and 
greatly expanded services. 

* * ¥ 


The Free Library of Philadelphia has re- 
cently opened the Elkins Room for public 
use, the large and valuable collection of rare 
books and manuscripts willed to the Library 
in 1947 by William M. Elkins, who was re- 
solved that it should be placed where it would 
serve the largest number of people. Mr. Elkins 
was pleased to collect “association” items, 
consequently his volumes have a two-fold in- 
terest: authors’ own copies of their books, 
presentation copies, autograph letters con- 
cerning these particular books, water-colors of 
particular scenes, sermons in manuscript, a 
rare desk and writing equipment belonging to 
Charles Dickens. Mr. Elkins was always de- 
lighted to find an item with a breath of life 
in it—something to bring him closer to the 
author and his actual world. 


~* * * 


Temple University Library tried out an in- 
genious magazine thief detector device but 
had to admit failure and return to the old 
system of a student guard with a watchful 
eye. The discarded device operated on the 
principle of the Geiger counter, supposed to 
detect radio-active substances placed in the 
magazines, and set off an alarm when they 
were taken from the room. Over-sensitiveness 
to atmospheric conditions resulted in continu- 
ous false alarms. 

¥ ¥ * 


America’s oldest public library, The Li- 
brary Company of Philadelphia, founded by 
Benjamin Franklin in 1731, has moved its 
uptown branch from Juniper Street, where it 
has been located since 1880, to a room in the 
Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Building at 123 
South Broad Street. The Ridgway Library 
will remain at Broad and Christian Streets, 
where the Free Library of Philadelphia also 
has a branch. 


PITTSBURGH 


The Parent Teacher Association of Shaw- 
han School in Scott Township, held a Hobby 
Show, March 19, in the school, with the 
added attraction of a bazaar, and a sale of 
baked goods to raise funds for development 
of a school library. 

o * * 


Miss Elizabeth Nesbitt, a member of the 
Carnegie Tech faculty for 25 years, and 
formerly associate professor in the Carnegie 
Library School, has been promoted to Profes- 
sor of Library Science. She is directing the 
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Carnegie Library School, following the re- 
tirement of Miss Francis Kelly. 


READING 


Library Activities, the Bulletin published by 
the Reading Public Library, printed a Report 
to the Taxpayer, in April. Following two 
pages of statistics, is a brief summing-up: 
City Council appropriated for the support of 
the Library in 1948 a total which amounts 
to only three cents on each dollar of the tax- 
payer's money, but for this small amount the 
citizens of Reading borrowed books which if 
they had purchased them, would have cost 
$854, 196. In addition they had available for 
free use an expert staff to answer thousands of 
questions, a collection of mounted pictures, 
phonograph record collections, microfilm edi- 
tion of a local paper, collection of over 600 
magazines, and pictures and story-telling for 
children. 


UNIONTOWN 


Miss Mabel Zearley writes: “A new and 
enchanting world was recently opened to pre- 
school age children when the Picture Book 
Nook at the Uniontown Public Library was 
made available for their use. The Nook is a 
small room just off the Boys and Girls Room. 
It was formerly used for storage, but through 
the generosity of the Uniontown Service 
League, funds were allotted for redecorating 
the walls a soft green, bookcases chinese red 
with canary yellow background. A small table 
and four chairs, and a fine collection of lovely 
picture books complete the picture.” 


UPPER LEACOCK 


Through the auspices of the Upper Lea- 
cock Twp. Woman’s Club, the residents of 
the Township will have library service every 
Tuesday night from 7 to 9, in the township 
high school library at Leola. The Bookmobile 
of the Lancaster Public Library will augment 
this service. 


VILLANOVA 


The new library at Villanova College was 
dedicated April 22, more than 300 persons 
attending the ceremonies. The huge new li- 
brary will house 400,000 volumes that have 
been accumulated by the Augustinian Fathers 
since the college was founded in 1842, as well 
as thousands more to be added in coming 
years. The Rev. Peter J. McGarrity, rector 
of St. Francis of Assisi Church, Germantown, 
presented the library with a large collection 
of Irish literature—some 5,000 books, pamph- 
lets and other material, including a ‘complete 
set of volumes on ancient Gaelic law from the 
librarv of his brother Joseph McGarrity, edi- 
tor of an Irish paper. The Rev. Daniel P. 
Falvey is college librarian. 
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WILKES-BARRE 


A new book by Loyd Haberly—“Pursuit of 
the Horizon; a Life of George Catlin, Painter 
and Recorder of the American Indian’’—tells 
the romantic story of the man to whom we 
owe much of our knowledge of the Indians 
of the last century. George Catlin was born in 
— but his drawings took him far 
afield 


* * 2 


FOUR COUNTY LIBRARY CLUB 


Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer— 
the Four County Library Clubs—held their 
Spring meeting in the Sewickley Public Li- 
brary, Sewickley, May 19, 1949. Thirty li- 
braries were represented. Miss Alice Sterling 
spoke on the “Implications of the Survey 
Conclusions, and Proposed Plans for P.L.A.” 
Miss Kathryn Oller brought greetings from 
the Library Extension Division. “Publicity for 
the Small Public Library” was the title of the 
talk by Mrs. Hugh Longley of the Coraopolis 
Public Library. A business meeting followed, 
and after a luncheon at the Sewickley Metho- 
dist Church, the afternoon session opened 
with a talk on “Vocational Guidance” by 
Miss Elinor Walker from the James Anderson 
Room, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Miss 
Jane Cort, State Teachers College, Slippery 
Rock, spoke on “The School Library has a 
Key Role.” 


At the suggestion of Miss Oller, members of 
the South Western Library District: Alle- 
gheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington and 
Westmoreland counties, were invited to join 
the Four County Group in this Spring meet- 
ing. 


NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The spring meeting of the Northeastern 
District Library Association was held at 
Marywood College, Scranton, Miss Kathryn 
Oller presiding. The subject of a panel dis- 
cussion: “Self-evaluation,” was divided among 
three speakers—Mr. William Bryan, Librari- 
an, Scranton Public Library; Miss Mary Bar- 
rett, Librarian, King’s College, Wilkes-Barre; 
Miss Ann Clark Kennedy, Senior State Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Albany, New York. 
At the afternoon session, the principal ad- 
dress was given by Francis St. John, Librari- 
an, Brooklyn Public Library, New York, the 
subject being “Boxing the Library Compass.” 


After discussion, and a general business 
meeting, Miss Ann Dunbar, of the Depart- 
ment of Librarianship, Marywood College, re- 
viewed Thomas Mann’s book Dr. Faustus. 
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EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
SCHOOL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The Fourth Annual Eastern Pennsylvania 
School Library Conference was held at Mil- 
lersville, Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 
23, with more than two hundred in attend- 
ance. These conferences are sponsored by the 
two State Teachers Colleges at Kutztown and 
Millersville, both having departments of li- 
brarianship. The 1950 conference will meet 
at Kutztown, April 21 and 22. 

The program of this fourth conference pro- 
vided practical help in school library manage- 
ment, and also addresses of highly inspiration- 
al and challenging nature. The main speakers 
were Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers, Superin- 
tendent of Work with Children in the New 
York Public Library; Dr. Ethel Alpenfels, 
noted educator, author, lecture and anthro- 
pologist, Associate Professor, Department of 
Education, New York University, who spoke 
on “When Students Ask”; and Charles Lee, 
nationally know book reviewer of the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin, editor and lecturer, 
who literally covered books from A to Z, 
building his talk around the alphabet, and 
reviewing anthologies, biographies and indi- 
vidual authors’ books. 

A workshop discussion, with a panel of 
four school librarians as the leaders, featured 
magazines, exhibits and posters, weeding the 
book collection, and the student library clubs. 
Aid in selecting new books, “Books for the 
Teen Age,” was presented by Miss Lillian 
Lawyer, a native of Hanover, and now Direct- 
or of Young People’s Work, Public Library of 
the District of Columbia, Washington, and 
also Chairman of the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table of the A.L.A. 

A special feature of this year’s conference 
was the exhibit section. In addition to the 
commercial displays, there were many original 
book illustrations, and other educational ex- 
hibits. There were also a number of entries 
from nearby school libraries. 

At the luncheon session which closed the 
conference, Dr. DeFrancesco, acting president 
of Kutztown State Teachers College, presided. 
Miss Ada Cauley as representative of Dr. 
Francis B. Haas, Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, who brought Dr. Haas’s message 
to the librarians—legislation and grants school 
libraries will receive in 1949-50. 

Another guest who spoke briefly was Grace 
Estes, Osterhout Library, Wilkes-Barre, Presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania Library Association. 

It is impossible to name all the participants 
on this most interesting conference program, 
but even brief recognition must be given the 
following members who gave so’ much of 
themselves to make the conference a success: 

Dr. and Mrs. L. Biemesderfer, Mr. 


Ralph Fritz, Miss Harriet MacPherson, Miss 
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Mildred Shull, Miss Jane Gray Smith, Miss 
Grace Flick, Miss Elizabeth Treffinger, Miss 
Margaret Randt, Mrs. Dorothy Nystrom, Miss 
Coral Nelson, Miss Dorothy Nassau and Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Lewis. 


LAKE ERIE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


The Association held its semi-annual meet- 
ing in Erie March 3, the members attending 
were guests of the Rev. F. Louis Lorei, Li- 
brarian of the Gannon College Library. He 
presented the Rev. F. Alphonse Crispo, pro- 
fessor of history, who conducted a tour of the 
Gannon College Art Gallery, commenting on 
the art treasures. At the business meeting, 
officers for the coming year were elected after 
which a buffet supper was served by the col- 
lege. 


LEHIGH VALLEY 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


The meeting of the Lehigh Valley District 
librarians, conducted at the Allentown Free 
Library on May 10, 1949 was opened by Mrs. 
May V. K. Valencik. Greetings were extended 
to the one hundred librarians present by 
Councilman Charles B. Miller, treasurer of 
the Allentown Free Library board. Mrs. Va- 
lencik outlined the agenda for the morning 
and afternoon sessions, then introduced the 
first speaker for the morning, Miss Kathryn 
A. Oller, Assistant Extension Librarian of the 
State Library. Miss Oller spoke briefly about 
district meetings and their value—to the li- 
brarians, for the libraries and to the com- 
munities which thcy serve. 

Miss Grace W. Estes, president of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association, brought greet- 
ings from the association. She spoke about 
the need for a survey of libraries so that we 
can determine what help is needed where. 


Miss Sally Ann Werth, Traffic and Pro- 
gram Manager (Women’s Programs) of ra- 
dio station WFMZ in Allentown, spoke on 
the ways radio and library can work together 
to the public advantage. She pointed out the 
many reference questions the radio needs ans- 
wered by the library to have good programs, 
especially a new radio station which has not 
yet built up its own library. The library can 
make good use of the radio. 

Mr. Gordon B. Fister, of the Morning Call, 
Allentown, spoke briefly on “Newspapers and 
You,” explaining what a newspaper would 
like to write about a library and how a news 
item compares in value to a “spot advertise- 
ment” featuring library service. He very kind- 
ly answered questions put to him by various 
members. 

At the afternoon session, Mr. Warren H. 
Rhoda, president of the Allentown board, 
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greeted the librarians. The speaker, Miss 
Katharine A. Shorey of the Martin Memorial 
Library, York, Pa., commented upon the 
Joint State Government Commission Report 
and its apparent uselessness to the librarians 
or the state. Pointing out all the omissions in 
the report and the type of information de- 
sired, she urged the group to help gather ma- 
terial for a more comprehensive report. 

It was suggested that the group meet once 
a year, preferably in the spring. It was further 
suggested that some part of the program be 
devoted to help for the librarian who is not 
the head librarian. 

The meeting then adjourned so that the 
members could discuss various problems with 
the nine consultants listed below: 
Children’s Work—Miss Helen G. Betterly, Ex- 

tension Division, State Library. 
Cataloging—Miss Harriet T. Root, Librarian, 

Bethlehem Public Library 
School Libraries—Miss M. Rhoda Herr, Li- 

brarian, Allentown High School 
College Libraries—Mrs. Mary Ellen Lewis, 

Librarian, Kutztown State Teachers Col- 

lege 
Small Libraries—Miss Kathryn A. Oller, As- 

sistant Extension Librarian, State Library 
Reference—Miss Elizabeth K. Sanders, Refer- 
ence Librarian, Allentown Free Library 
Circulation—Miss Dorothy M. Edwards, As- 
sistant Librarian, Allentown Free Library 
Exhibits—Miss Anna A. Quier, Cataloger, Al- 
lentown Free Library 
Posters—Miss Ann Sarachek, Young People’s 

Librarian, Allentown Free Library 

The Allentown Free Library entertained 
with punch and cookies at a social hour fol- 
lowing the regular meeting. 

GLADYS E. HERSH, 
Secretary. 


EAST BRANCH DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Twenty-seven librarians represented Lycom- 
ing, Northumberland, Union and Clinton 
counties at the meeting, May 6, at the State 
Teachers College, Lock Haven—the first 
meeting of this group since 1941. Miss Isabel 
Welch, Librarian of the Ross Library, pre- 
sided. Mrs. Juniata Lavendar of the Himmel- 
reich Library, Lewisburg, was elected Chair- 
man for 1949, and Miss June Foresman, 
South Williamsport Junior-Senior High 
School, was elected Secretary-treasurer. Dur- 
ing the morning session, Dr. Richard Parsons, 
President of the Lock Haven State Teachers 
College, extended greetings to the group; a 
report was made by Miss Jessie Wilson on the 
activities of the P.L.A. and implications of 
the Library Survey; Miss Kathryn Oller, of 
the State Library Extension Division, made a 
prea for a consideration of all points of view 


15 


on controversial subjects in a talk on “Cen- 
sorship in the Library”; and an informal dis- 
cussion about the usefulness and importance 
of “Audio-Visual Aids in the Library” was 
directed by Mr. Joseph Whitten, Lycoming 
College. 

During the afternoon session, Miss Rebecca 
Gross, Editor of the Lock Haven Express, 
challenged her listeners to come out from 
behind the book stacks and make the public 
aware of the importance of the library and of 
their trained professiona! abilities, in her talk 
on “The Community and the Library.’ Miss 
Gross gave concrete illustrations of how this 
can be done through the newspaper. A panel 
discussion closed the afternoon session. ‘Solv- 
ing Library Problems” was divided into spe- 
cific sections: Weeding the Library, Miss 
Rose Bower, of Williamsport High School; 
Recovering Lost Books, Miss Joan Vog: of 
the Ross Library, Lock Haven; High Lights 
from Millersville, Miss Ruth Brosius of State 
Teachers College, Lock Haven; and Action 
for Improving Library Service, Mrs. Nora 
Graffius, Kindergarten Supervisor, Lock 
Haven State Teachers College. Miss Lucetta 
McKibben led the discussion. 

The group voted unanimously to become a 
unit of the P.L.A. 


CONEMAUGH-JUNIATA 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


The Conemaugh-Juniata District met at 
the Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw Public Li- 
brary at Clearfield on May 4, 1949. Miss Inez 
Crandle was the hostess. 

After a welcome by Philip B. Reed, presi- 
dent of the library board, a roll call showed 
21 librarians and board members present. The 
State Library, and Shaw, Cambria Free, Penn 
State Juniata College, Clearfield High School 
and Junior High School, Ebensburg, Somer- 
set, Hollidaysburg, Altoona, Dubois and 
Centre County libraries were represented. 

After a brief discussion of the advisability 
of organizing the district, Miss Crandle ap- 
pointed a nominating committee of Miss Oller 
and Miss Virginia Krick, chairman. 

George B. Moreland, librarian of the Cam- 
bria Free Library, discussed self-evaluation 
for librarians and libraries in detail. 

Mrs. Cecilia Walker of the Somerset 
County Library described the activities of her 
own library and compared them with the pos- 
sibilities offered by truly adequate support. 

After luncheon at the Dimeling Hotel, the 
meeting reconvened. The nominating commit- 
tee presented its slate of Ralph McComb for 
chairman and Virginia Sutch for secretary. 
These candidates were elected. Miss Oller re- 
ported on library progress in the state, with 
particular reference to county libraries and 
the Survey. 
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Mrs. Margaret Spangler told briefly of the 
work of the recruiting committee, and dis- 
played attractive pamphlets on librarianship 
as a Career. 


Miss Betterly gave her noted paper on the 
Comics. 

At the end of the program, the group de- 
cided to indicate to P.L.A. their willingness 
to become a unit of that organization. Tenta- 
tive plans were made for a meeting next year 
at State College. 

MARY SOMMERVILLE, 
Secretary, pro tem. 


* + 


ADAMS COUNTY 


The condemned Adams County jail, re- 
placed last October by a modern prison struc- 
ture, will be renovated and transformed into 
a library by the Adams County Free Library 
Association, which purchased the building for 
$9,000 at public auction. C. A. Cluck, treas- 
urer of the association, is chairman of the 
building committee and O. H. Benson, former 
president, is in charge of plans for fund- 
raising. They are working with the architect, 
Alfred Hamme, of York. Present plans call 
for razing of the old cell block, and remodel- 
ing the front office section into library fa- 
cilities and quarters for the librarian. Land- 
scaping is expected to make the plot on East 
High Street into a beauty spot. 


* * * 


BRADFORD COUNTY 


Miss Dawes Markwell, of Bradford County, 
sends the following note: 

“The legal action which has been threaten- 
ing all of the county libraries of the state has 
finally been settled in favor of the libraries. 

On March 21st, the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania, Eastern District, handed down 
its decision, stating categorically that there is 
no question of double taxation in the situa- 
tion, though the appellants have made that a 
basis of complaint for many years. Had the 
case been lost, all but two of the county li- 
braries in the state would have had to re- 
organize, and their services would have been 
seriously interrupted.” 


* * 


CENTRE COUNTY 


A concert for the benefit of the Centre 
Library was held in the Bellfonte High School 
auditorium, May 7. The Titan Metal Manu- 
facturing Company furnished the talent for 
the event: The Titan Metal Male Chorus 
under the direction of Frank Gullo, of the 
Music department of Penn State, shared hon- 


crs with the “Pittsburghers” barber-shop 
quartet. The Pittsburghers won first place last 
year over all entries in the contest held by the 
Scciety for the Preservation and Encourage- 
ment of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in 
America, Inc. 

The Milesburg Woman’s Club has spons- 
ored a campaign for the Centre County Li- 
brary, the campaign quota being fixed at 
$500. 

The Bellefonte Woman’s Club has given 
$187.50 to the building fund of the Centre 
County Library. 


* * * 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 


Edward Warfield, a sophomore at Waynes- 
boro High School, was the winner in a book- 
plate contest conducted by Franklin County 
Library. The winning design, one of 32 en- 
tries, has a wheel background with a map of 
the county and a book superimposed. It will 
be printed and used for all books in the li- 
brary. 


The Franklin County bookmobile distribu- 
ted 103 books among county school children 
in one week in March, and arranged for es- 
tablishment of branch and adult stations in 
Mercersburg and Greencastle. 


* * * 


HUNTINGDON COUNTY 


The schedule for the Bookmobile, as printed 
in the Harrisburg newspaper, is proof of the 
extensive service of the Huntington County 
Library. In four weeks, the route covers Mc- 
Connelstown to Salem, Mapleton to Mill 
Creek Borough, Pleasant Grove to Joller, 
Whitseltown to Bell Crown—a total of 87 
stops. 


* * * 


“Pennylvania Songs and Legends” is the 
first comprehensive collection of folklore from 
the whole of Pennsylvania. Published by the 
University of Pennsylvania Press, it has been 
edited by George Korson, national authority 
on American folklore. 

x * x 


Is everyone on your staff a member of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association? 


* * * 


Scholarships are available to Penn State 
and other library schools in the state of Penn- 
sylvania. The A.A.U.W. $1,200.00 loan fund 
for scholarships has not been used recently. 
This fund requires the recipient to return to 
the library granting the leave for study, for 
at least one year afterwards. 








